
What person or organization 
made the site?

What are their qualifications?

On which type of domain is 
the site hosted (i.e. .com, 
.gov , . edu , .org)?

ÒAuthority

Evaluating Web Sites



Guide to Common Domains:

.gov ïgovernmental site

.org ïusually a non -profit site

.edu ïa site hosted by an 
educational institution

.com ïwide variety of site 
providers, with diverse content 
and authorship

ÒAuthority

Evaluating Web Sites



Evaluating Web Sites

ÒAuthority

ÒCurrency When was the site first 
created?

When was the site last 
updated?

For your topic, how important 
is it to have the most up - to -
date information?



Evaluating Web Sites

ÒAuthority

ÒCurrency The currency of a source may 
not be as high a priority for 
some topics as it will be for 
others. For example, if you are 
conducting research on cancer 
treatments you will need to be 
much more aware of currency 
than if you are researching 
Abraham Lincolnôs political 
impact.



Evaluating Web Sites

ÒAuthority

ÒCurrency

ÒRelevancy

Does this site truly provide 
useful information for your 
research?

Will the information on this 
site add value to your 
research?



Evaluating Web Sites

ÒAuthority

ÒCurrency

ÒRelevancy

Avoid using a website to ñpadò 
your reference list; your 
professor is sure to check on 
any URL listed in your paper to 
see how you used the 
information.



Evaluating Web Sites

ÒAuthority

ÒCurrency

ÒRelevancy

ÒAccuracy

How accurate do you feel this 
information is?

Can you spot check any 
information on this site to that 
found in a periodical or book?



Evaluating Web Sites

ÒAuthority

ÒCurrency

ÒRelevancy

ÒAccuracy

The long and short of it is, if 
you have any doubts about a 
website, just donôt use it. 
Youôll almost certainly be able 
to find another web source 
that meets your research 
needs!



Evaluating Web Sites

ÒAuthority

ÒCurrency

ÒRelevancy

ÒAccuracy

ÒObjectivity/Bias

Is the information on this site 
stilted to one point of view or 
another?

If so, have you considered the 
reasons why this might be so?

Might it be useful to find an 
additional source with an 
opposing viewpoint?



Evaluating Web Sites

ÒAuthority

ÒCurrency

ÒRelevancy

ÒAccuracy

ÒObjectivity/Bias

Bias does not immediately 
disqualify material as a 
potential source; just consider 
whether you might need 
another opinion to balance 
your research. Note the domain 
of the site (i.e., .org sites may 
exist specifically to promote a 
certain point of view).



Evaluating Web Sites

ÒAuthority

ÒCurrency

ÒRelevancy

ÒAccuracy

ÒObjectivity/Bias

ÒAppropriateness

Is the information on this site 
a match for the level of 
research youôre doing?

Is this the best resource you 
can find to meet your needs?



Evaluating Web Sites

ÒAuthority

ÒCurrency

ÒRelevancy

ÒAccuracy

ÒObjectivity/Bias

ÒAppropriateness

If a website was developed as 
a class project by a sixth -
grade group it might be 
accurate and informative, but 
nonetheless youôll want to find 
a site more suited to your 
college - level research!



Evaluating Web Sites: Summary

ÒAuthority

ÒCurrency

ÒRelevancy

ÒAccuracy

ÒObjectivity/Bias

ÒAppropriateness

When was the site 
first created?

When was the site 
last updated?

Important to have 
the most up - to -

date information?

What person or 
organization 

made the site?

What are their 
qualifications?

On which type of 
domain is the 
site hosted?

Does this site truly provide 
useful information for your 

research?

Will the information on this 
site add value to your 

research?

How accurate do you 
feel this information is?

Can you spot check any 
facts/stats on this site?

Information 
stilted to a 

certain point of 
view?

If so, why might 
this be so?

Find an opposing 
viewpoint?

Is the information on this 
site a match for the level 
of research youôre doing?

Is this the best resource 
you can find to meet your 

needs?


